
Central-Intelligence Director 
| William E, Colby yesterday] 
confirmed allegations that the 
Pentagon’s , National Security 
Agency eavesdrops on Amer- 
ican citizens’ telephone calls 
to foreign countries, a practice 
which one member of Congress 
1 said is illegal. - • 

The CIA director’s statement 
before the House intelligence 
committee was the first public 
acknowledgement of NSA 
el e c t r o n i c interceptions of 
| overseas communications from 
this country, a practice that 
might run afoul of law? and 
court decisions that prohibit 
domestic wiretaps without a 
court warrant. ' ! J'i , 1 
Under questioning by Rep. 
Ues Aspin (D-Wis.), Colby at 
first agreed ,thaf ( NSA listens 
jin on “communications that go 
abroad from the United States 
or are abroad.” .' f : z ' : 
“Does that involve Ameri- 
can citizens on one end?,” As- 
pin asked. 

I “On some occasions,” Colby 
I replied, “that cannot be sepa- 
I rated from the traffic that is 
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being-monitored. Tt’k. technl* 
<*flS5f|ii9P,ossible . to separate 
it ' "> 

Aspin then'ffsseyted that, th«- 
. practice is illegal ana-an^lMO.' 1 
ample of continuing .tatellfc. .... 
gence' practices that afe lbe- ' 
yoiid the law ' hut have, hot 
been stopped. At that pcjjnt, 
Colby attempted, to- back -off 
the subject. 

,“I really think we would -do , . 
better to discuss this iti execu- 
tive session,” ’ Colby V 

When the issue came upjagaiS 
later, Colby sought to- lediv 
vince the committee thapltSA 7 
interceptions of Amefichn 
calls were “incldental">jlncl -jn* 
done only in the coursfc-Jrf 
monitoring “foreign” cdmlnu- 
nlcations. But Aspin said - •' 
surveillance is broad >•>59 
large-scale and covers . Juqis 
originating in thik'pountry.. - '. £' 

The .congressman " cite(P ~ a 
1967 Supreme Court 'decigioU 
and the 1968 Safe Streets' Act 
as prohibiting electrdhi2 < 
eavesdropping on domestic 
calls without, a warrant. The , 
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lawis less settled, Aspin con- 
ceded, on “foreign” cases in- 
volving “national security” in- 
vestigations. But that defense 
co(JJd not be stretched to 
cover all ■ of the American 
PhQ'ne calls' monitored by 
NSA, Aspin argqed. Privately, 
one-- government attorney 
agrped with Aspin’s opinion 
that- the ySA practice is of 
questionable legality. 

The Ivsubject may have 
eaughftCoIby pff balance be- 
cause, while hi. ha ' 


f. has overall re- 
v ■- S ''coordinating 

American intelligence activi- 
ties^ he is not in charge of 
NSA, the Defense Department 
agency which specialized in 
broking codes and listening 
in on other nations’ communi- 
cations. Colhy was appearing 
yesterday to discuss the CIA 
budget. 

The House committee had 
heard private testimony Tues- 
day from Albert C. Hail, as- 
sistant secretary of defense 
for* intelligence, who had 
ducked questions : about NSA 
ipptoitoring during the commit- 
tees public session, but may 
Save been more forthcoming 
in private. 

j Aspin indicated afterward 
that he could not reveal 


within the United States with 
out violating the committee’s 
secrecy rules covering execu- 
tive sessions. ' The intercep- 
[tions apparently involve calls 
between the United States and 
othercqpntries as well as be- 
tween two foreign nations. J 
* Colby’s appearance yester- 
day before the investigating 
committee started off with 
words of public praise for him, 
instead of the verbal brickbats 
he has been used to hearing in 
recent months. Hep. Otis G. 
Pike (D-N.Y.), the committee | 
chairman, priased the CIA di-i 
rector for his candor and coop- 
eration, both in public and pri- 
vate. ' 

In broad . terms, Colby de- 
scribed the: controls main- 
tained by the CIA over its 
own spending, including the 
activities of its 1 proprietary 
companies — the firms estab- 
lished as dummy private en- 
terprises to conceal various 
CIA agents or operations. 

Colby said most of the com- 
panies are small, with fewer 
than 10 employees, and only 
two have ever made 
“significant profits” — Air 
America, which the CIA used 
for, overseas air support, and 
an unnamed investment com- 
pany that handles trusts, an- 
nuities and insurance that the 
----- — — — - . . . .a. | CIA would hot like to assign 

whether some of NSA’s monl- to regular insurance compa- 
toring facilities are located I nies. 



